

ADOPTED 9/9/14


Introduced by Council Member Lumb & Co-sponsored by Council Member
Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-599-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MRS. MARY ANNE FULLER FOR HER DEVOTION TO HER COUNTRY AND FAMILY  OVER THE COURSE OF ADMIRAL ROBERT BYRON FULLER’S DISTINGUISHED TOUR OF DUTY IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Rear Admiral Robert Byron Fuller, United States Navy, had a distinguished tour of duty in the United States Navy including a five-year term as a Prisoner of War in North Vietnam where he was subjected to torture and solitary confinement; and

WHEREAS,
upon his release and return to the United States in 1973, Admiral Fuller stood with his joyous, grateful family on the tarmac at NAS Jacksonville and proclaimed that he stood as a free man back home in the United States thanks to the American people and the love and devotion of his wife; and

WHEREAS,
while it is difficult to measure and the yardstick is unimaginable, the wives of our men in uniform in the service of their country withstand enormous stress and pressures in raising a family on the home-front when devoted husband and father is in harm’s way on the battle field or perilous seas; and
WHEREAS,
 Mary Anne Fuller wed Robert Byron Fuller when the future naval officer embarked on his distinguished career as a naval aviator, commander and admiral; raised in  Jacksonville, Florida, Mary Anne attended Assumption Catholic School, Landon High School (Class of 1946), and Florida State University, Class of 1950; and
WHEREAS,
like all military wives and families, Mary Anne and her four children moved often, to California, Virginia, Washington, but Jacksonville was always considered home; indeed, Mary Ann confided in an interview that prior to leaving for a deployment, she and her husband had discussed their “just in case plan” – that in the event that he did not return, she would move the family back to their old neighborhood in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
Mary Anne Fuller had to endure the painstaking task of having a meaningful Christmas, Thanksgiving, other holidays and birthdays for Bob, Mary Jane, Susan and Peggy while daddy languished in the Hanoi Hilton; she had the support of her many friends, the wives of other pilots at Cecil Field; her daily routine was, as she dubbed it, “Mom Stuff;” she attended PTA meetings and was very active in the Jacksonville group of POW/MIA wives; she felt it imperative that the American people knew  the plight of the POWs and MIAs; and
WHEREAS,
while our returning military are often the recipient of  citations and awards, the wives of our military are no less deserving  of our recognition and gratitude and in doing so, we recognize and honor Mary Anne Fuller for her devotion to family and country; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Mrs. Mary Anne Fuller for her devotion to her family and country over the course of Admiral Robert Byron Fuller’s distinguished tour of duty in the United States Navy and extend our best for good health and Godspeed in the days ahead.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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